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Standish led or participated in all the early exploratory
missions sent out to explore Cape Cod, and was heavily

involved in
selecting the
site where the
Pilgrims
would settle.
He was one of
the few who
did not get
sick at all the
first winter,

and is

recorded as

having greatly — '
helped and Cooking pot thought to have been
cared for owned by Myles Standish
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were sick. He

organized the deployment of the colony's cannons and the
construction of the fort at Plymouth. He led both trading
expeditions and military expeditions to the various Indian
groups in the region. He led the party that went in pursuit
of the alleged killers of Squanto (who was later
discovered to be safe). He led the revenge attacks on the
Indians in the Massachusetts Bay after they were caught
in a conspiracy planning to attack and destroy the
Plymouth and Wessagussett colonies; several Indians
were killed or executed, for which Standish received some
criticism, even from his friends, for being too heavy-
handed.

Standish was heavily involved in numerous aspects of
Plymouth Colony, from defense to keeping the law. He
was on the receiving end of John Billington's verbal wrath
in 1621 (Billington refused to follow the captain’s orders),
and was called a "silly boy" in a letter that was sent out
during the Oldham-Lyford scandal of 1624, and was
noted for his short stature and for his quick temper. He
was sent to arrest Thomas Morton in 1628, for which he
received the nickname "Captain Shrimp" from Morton.
William Hubbard reported Standish's temper was like a
"chimney soon fired".

Despite the heavy criticism
by his enemies, Standish
was well respected within
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the Plymouth Colony, and
held a number of positions
of authority. He made
several trips to England to
bring trading goods back
and to negotiate with the
Merchant Adventurers who
had financially sponsored
the joint-stock company
that funded the Pilgrims'
voyage. In the mid-1630s,
Standish moved his family
and helped found the town
of Duxbury, which may
have been named after his
ancestral home. Standish
was an heir to a fairly
'Mylrs Standish's Sword sizeable estate in

Photo courtesy of the Pilgrnim Hall Museum Lal'lcaShil'e, but hlS la.ndS
were lost during the English Civil War, and neither he nor
his son Alexander were ever able to legally regain control
of the estate.

Myles Standish's first wife Rose came with him on the
Mayflower, and died the first winter. His second wife,
Barbara, arrived on the ship Anne in 1623, and they were
apparently married before the year was out. Nothing is
known about either of his wives: there is absolutely no
indication they were his cousins, as has sometimes been
claimed.

Standish lived out his later years in Duxbury, dying in
1656 "after his suffering of much dolorous pain,"
apparently from kidney stones.

Additional Resources

e Will of Myles Standish
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Mayflower Families:
Myles Standish for Five
Crenerations, contains the
best, most thoroughly and
completely researched
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